The Parent Network
November 2014

Mission: Idaho Parents Unlimited supports,
empowers, educates and advocates to
enhance the quality of life for Idahoans with
disabilities and their families

Upcoming Events
Thursday, November 6 @ 5:00PM 8:00 PM
At the Creative Access Art Center
First Thursday reception: “Four Artists ~ Four Directions.”
Monday, November 10
Developmental Screening
For appointment call: 2088545520
Saturday, November 15 @ 9:00AM  3:00PM
Disability Advocacy Day Statewide Locations  View on
IPUL’s Web Calendar

New Format
Welcome to IPUL’s new format for bringing you news. We
will focus on providing you with key issues and upcoming
events in a shorter monthly newsletter rather than
quarterly. Additional information can be found on our
website, through weekly emails, or on either of our
Facebook pages:
http://www.facebook.com/Idahoparentsunlimited
http://www.facebook.com/creativeaccessartcenter

Tuesday, November 25 @ 10:00AM  11:00AM
Webinar Series  Literacy is for All
Tuesday, November 25 @ 1:00PM  2:00PM
Webinar Series  Literacy is for All
Visit ipulidaho.org for registration and/or location
information for all events.
Save the Date: Registration now open for the annual
Tools for Life Secondary Transition Conference for
youth with disabilities in Idaho:Tools for Life
Registration
Save the Date: IPUL’s Regional MidWeek Mini
Conference will be held in Pocatello April 1416th.
Watch our newsletters and website for details.
Registration coming in December.

Is Your Child a Victim of Bullying or
Harassment?
Every year IPUL offers training and information to
families and schools about the effects of bullying on
children; how to recognize the signs; and how to
effectively manage a bullying situation.

Be Sure to Stop by IPUL’s Creative Access Art
Center  500 South 8th Street, Boise
First Thursday!
November 6th from 5:008:00 pm:
"Four Artists  Four Directions"
Featuring: Helen Grainger Wilson, Tom Bennick,
Sue Rooke, and Norma Pintar.

On October 22, 2014 a letter was sent from the
Office of Civil Rights addressing this very issue,
which serves as guidance for schools due to
Also, be sure to check out VSA’s Art Education
everincreasing complaints to both the OCR and the Opportunities and Upcoming Deadlines
US Department of Education.
VSA Playwright Discovery Award Program
You can read the entire letter below to gain a full
Enrollment Application Opens November 2014
understanding of how to address bullying and
disability harassment:
VSA International Young Soloist Award Program
Enrollment Application Opens in November 2014
The Dear Colleague letter can be found at:
http://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ocr/letters/coll
Learn more about these programs here:
eaguebullying201410.pdf (Source)
http://www.kennedycenter.org/education/vsa/progr
ams/vsa

Open Enrollment for Health Coverage 
November 15th
IPUL is here to help your family stay informed when
it comes to health coverage and accessing
affordable health insurance in Idaho.
According to the US Department’s Health
Information website, http:///www.healthcare.gov,
here is some updated information families should
be aware of:
The Open Enrollment period for 2015 coverage is
November 15, 2014 to February 15, 2015.
If you haven’t enrolled in coverage by then, you
generally can’t buy Marketplace health coverage for
2015 until the next Open Enrollment period for
coverage the following year.
If you’re enrolled in a 2014 Marketplace plan, your
benefit year ends December 31, 2014. To continue
health coverage in 2015, you can renew your
current health plan or choose a new health plan
through the Marketplace during the 2015 Open
Enrollment period.
If you don’t have health coverage during 2015, you
may have to pay a fee. The fee in 2015 is higher
than it was in 2014 — 2% of your income or $325
per adult/$162.50 per child, whichever is more.
Enrollment and coverage start dates
During Open Enrollment, if you enroll:
●

●

Between the 1st and 15th days of the
month, your coverage starts the first day
of the next month.
Between the 16th and the last day of
the month, your coverage starts the first
day of the second following month. So if
you enroll on January 16, your coverage
starts on March 1.

You may buy Marketplace insurance outside Open
Enrollment only if you qualify for a special
enrollment period due to a qualifying life event such
as marriage, birth, adoption of a child, or

loss of other health coverage. Learn more about
how you qualify for a special enrollment period.
You can enroll in Medicaid or the Children’s Health
Insurance Program (CHIP) any time. There is no
limited enrollment period for these programs. You
can apply any time. If you’re qualified, you can
enroll immediately.
Information can be found at:
https://www.healthcare.gov/marketplacedeadlines/
2015/
For additional information:
http://www.yourhealthidaho.org/affordablecareact/
For information on how the Affordable Care Act
benefits families who have children with special
health care need visit:
http://www.familyvoices.org/admin/miscdocs/files/T
heAffordableCareActPreventionandHealthProm
otionc.pdf

IPUL Arts Programing Provided By:

Staff & Board
IPUL Staff
Angela Lindig, Executive
Director
Jennifer Zielinski,
Program/Parent Education
Coordinator
Amy Ireland, North Parent
Education Coordinator
Brandi Shaffer, East Parent
Education Coordinator
Heather Kirk Skinner, Arts
Coordinator/Parent Educator
Rosario Beagarie, Bilingual
Parent Education Coordinator
Debbie Larson, RTI
Coordinator/Parent Educator
Candace Garman, Bookkeeper
Will Dickerson, IT Specialist
Board of Directors
North:
Lisa Richards Evans
Darci Graves
Southwest:
Sal Villegas
Heidi Caldwell
James Turner
Amber Mausling
Gina Johnson
Jim Vandermass
Anthony Thomsen
East:
Preston Roberts

A Work of Art
IPUL is launching a new program in conjunction with Disability Mentoring Day activities
which will provide opportunities for youth with disabilities to gain employment skills while
working within a unique corporate art partnership. Join us First Thursday  December 4,
2014 to learn how your company or business can participate. An unveiling of the
students’ art and artist reception will take place inside IPUL’s Creative Access Art Center.
To learn more about this model, take a look at VSA Colorado’s Corporate Artworks
Program: http://vimeo.com/81552345

